168              Josiah 0.  Wedgwood
nature of the Council of Action and the
reasons for the formation thereof. ^ That a
Council of Action should have been formed
to deal with a matter of foreign rather than
of domestic policy/9 he wrote, " is significant.
It is extra-constitutional and it is the work of
the Labour Party. The unobservant would
have expected that if Labour went outside the
Constitution it would have been in connection
with some question that directly affected bread
and butter. That was not so, and for two reasons.
First, because the Labour movement to-day
is an idealist movement. Its appeals are to a
love of justice, of peace, of international
solidarity. The old parties, the pulpit, have
failed. We are their heirs. They are the
class parties; Labour stands for the world.
It was all so natural, therefore, that when
The Times and the Prime Minister raised the
spectre of war and revived the menace and
saturnalia of August, 1914, Labour opinion
boiled over into its Council of Action to control
the governing class."
That was not, however, the only reason.
The impotence of Parliament in foreign affairs